Narrative Essay Rubric
 Student Name:











Overall Grade:  
	Writing Quality Focus


	Got it!

A (100-90)
	Almost there!

B (89-80)
	Working on it

C (79-70)
	Just getting started

D-F (69-0)

	Ideas & Content
_____ X .50 = _____
	Writing is very clear and the overall impression of the experience is easily identified and generates reader interest.

Writer effectively uses more than one of the narrative techniques (dialogue, sensory details, etc) to create realism.  Key events, actions, and participants are clearly defined.  
	Writing is clear and the overall impression of the experience is present, but general in nature with limited interest level.

Writer uses one of the narrative techniques (dialogue, sensory details, etc) to create relative realism.  Key events, actions, and participants are evident and recognizable.
	The ideas are understood but are not clearly stated. The ideas may be too broad, with minimal development.   No effort demonstrated to generate reader interest level. Writer attempts to use one of the narrative techniques (dialogue, sensory details, etc) but seems unsure of how to use effectively.  Key events, actions, and participants are not made evident. 
	The ideas are unclear and there is not central idea or purpose evident.  There is minimal or nonexistent support. Writer does not attempt to use any narrative techniques (dialogue, sensory details, etc) Neglects most of the key events, actions, and participants. 

	Organization
_____ X .25 = _____
	The organization of the essay develops the writer’s ideas and supports the thesis/main point of the essay, according to narrative style.  Demonstrates complete understanding of effective paragraph as well as essay structure Writer provides several relevant and appropriate specific, concrete examples that support the writer’s ideas and opinions.  The examples chosen were optimal to make the writer’s point.
	The organization of the essay is logical and the structure is present, however it seems mechanical/formulated  

Demonstrates some  understanding of effective paragraph as well as essay structure, but it is weak in areas

Writer provides a limited number of specific, concrete examples/details that support the writer’s ideas and opinions.  The examples chosen are not relevant/ appropriate in all cases.
	There is an attempt at organization of the essay but the structure is skeletal with little/no evidence of transition.   

Demonstrates limited understanding of paragraph as well as essay structure, with an overall weakness, perhaps incomplete. Writer provides a little or no specific, concrete examples/details that support the writer’s ideas and opinions.  The essay is primarily opinion with no support.
	The writing lacks coherence with no structure evident.  

The writer demonstrates a lack of sequencing, organization, and transitions with no support offered.



	Word Choice, 

Sentence Fluency, & Conventions
_____ X .15 = _____
	Writer demonstrates skillful word choice and an obvious understanding of sentence structure and conventions.

	Writer demonstrates an effort to revise word choice, sentence patterns are varied, and control of conventions with minor errors.


	The language is repetitive, sentence structure is mechanical and basic, and the writer demonstrates very limited control of standard conventions.


	The language conveys a limited vocabulary, (failing to convey meaning), sentence structure is awkward or incomplete (making it difficult to read), and there are an excessive amount of errors, demonstrating no control of standard conventions.

	Process

_____ X .10 = _____
	Essay greatly evolves over the course of drafts.  Writer takes into account appropriate feedback and makes significant improvements by final draft.
	Essay develops over the course of drafts, & some improvements have been made to content and/or structure.  Appropriate feedback has influenced drafts.
	Writer makes some minor improvements in content and/or structure.  Final draft has been edited for grammar and spelling. Feedback has limited influence.
	Few to no changes between drafts.  Changes are only corrections of grammar or spelling.  Feedback ignored.



