Classroom Expectations:  Mrs. Trometter’s Class

Otsego High School

School Phone (269) 692-6166, e-mail: jtrometter@otsegops.org
Welcome to an exciting school year at Otsego High School.  I am looking forward to an interesting, fun, and challenging academic year.  In order to achieve success, there are certain guidelines that must be followed.  Many of these guidelines are contained in the following pages.  Other necessary procedures will be learned throughout the course of our semester together.  By working as a team, we will all have an enjoyable, productive school year!
Major Course Objectives:

· Students will read a diverse collection of literature, including fiction, non-fiction, poetry and drama from a representative group of authors and time periods.  Furthermore, students will be able to understand, analyze and evaluate materials studied in class, and demonstrate these skills in outside activities.

· Students will learn to write in a variety of styles, following specific guidelines and utilizing literary conventions.  Writing skills will include, but not be limited to expository, persuasive, and creative writing.

· Students will gain understanding of grammatical structures, and will increase vocabulary.

· Students will develop critical thinking skills, as well as research skills, and will display these skills in both written and oral formats.

· Students will learn to work cooperatively to achieve common goals.

· Students will be able to determine relevance of classroom materials to other disciplines as well as their own lives and experiences.
Class Conduct:  There are a few expectations in my classroom that will ensure an appropriate learning environment for all students.

· Students will attend class daily, and will arrive on time.

· Students will bring all necessary materials with them to class.

· Materials include a three-ring loose-leaf notebook with divider pages, loose-leaf lined paper, a pencil, a pen with black or blue ink, a red pen, colored markers or pencils, textbook/novel being studied, a leisure reading book, and your homework.

· If assistance is needed in obtaining materials, please see me at the end of class

· Students are expected to obtain a set of textbooks.  Homework will be assigned from these texts.  On occasion, additional sets of necessary supplemental texts will be available for use in the classroom.

· Students will be in their assigned seats prepared to begin class at the ringing of the bell.  Only materials necessary for the class should be on their desks.  Failure to comply with this guideline will affect citizenship.

· Students are to pay attention.  This includes listening, taking notes, & asking questions.

· Students are to participate.  Much of the learning that occurs is gained through student input and interaction.  Students are to take part in discussions and contribute in group activities.  Participation will be a portion of the final grade.

· Students are to remain in their seats and working on assignments until dismissed by the teacher.  The bell does not dismiss you – I dismiss you.

Homework:
· There will be daily homework, generally consisting of reading and/or writing.  This homework will either check for understanding of previous lessons, or will be pre-work for an upcoming lesson.

· The teacher will verify completion of homework at the tardy bell.  Verification may include the collection of written homework, or short quizzes over material to have been read by the student prior to class.

· Homework is due on time.  Late homework assignments will not be accepted, with the exception of the three “late pass” assignments
· Students will be provided with three late passes per semester without penalty, provided that the assignment is turned in within one week of the deadline.  If the assignment passes this one-week period, it will be considered a zero.

· Students are permitted to choose the assignment they would like this privilege to pertain to, after verification with the teacher that the late pass is applicable to that assignment.

· Students who turn in all assignments in will receive 10 bonus points at the end of the semester for each unused “late pass”.
· Assignments that are corrected or covered in class discussion will not be accepted late.

· No late assignments will be accepted during the last two weeks of a marking period.

· Homework should be kept in the student’s notebook after being graded.  Information from homework is frequently revisited on tests and final exams.

Tests/Quizzes:
· Quizzes will be given over reading assignments and homework to verify completion.  The format for the quizzes will generally be true/false, multiple choice, and short answer.

· Students may not make up quizzes that are not taken due to tardiness or lack of preparation.

· Students who have excused absences will be able to complete an alternate assignment to make up missed quiz points.

· Tests will be given at the end of each unit or major work/author.  These tests will generally include short answer and essay questions.

· Exams will be given at the end of each trimester.  Exams will be comprehensive, addressing all materials covered in the course to date.  

Grades:

· Grades will be based on an accumulation of points within specific categories.  The breakdown of category weights of the overall grade, and the grading scale are as follows:

Daily Work & Participation

20%





                    (Homework, classroom activities, grammar, Journals, ACT practices, Socratic Seminar, etc.)

Papers
 and Projects


35%



Tests




35%



Quizzes



10%





TOTAL



100%




Absences/Tardies:

· Attendance is necessary for success in this class.  Students will receive points for class participation, as well as group work completed in class.  In addition, there will be valuable information covered in lecture and discussion that is not available in the text.  Students will be required to know this material.  Students need to make every effort to attend class daily, and parents should understand and reinforce this required attendance.
· Students not inside the classroom when the tardy bell rings will be considered tardy, and may NOT make up missed work.  Inside the classroom means seated, with your materials out on your desk.
· Discipline for tardies and absences will follow the school tardy/absence policy.
Make-up Work:

· There is no make-up for unexcused absences.

· For absences excused due to illness or emergency:

· Tests, exams, and quizzes must be taken on the return date.

· Homework due on the date the student was absent must be turned in upon return to class.

· Homework assigned during the absence is permitted to be made up.  Students are allowed two days for each day missed to complete work.

· Alternate assignments will be given to make up class activity points and quizzes.

· I will be happy to email students/parents missing work during the absence if so requested via email.

· Pre-arranged absences:  these include family vacations, extra-curricular activities, etc.  This would mean any absence known about in advance that has been pre-approved and excused.

· Students must turn in work assigned to be due during absence prior to the absence.

· Work may be left in the teacher’s mailbox in the office, faxed to the school, or e-mailed to the teacher on or prior to the due date.

· Students are responsible for finding out what assignments were missed during their absence, and turning the material in within the above guidelines.

· Students are responsible for material covered in class during their absence.

School Policies:

· Students are responsible to be aware of and to follow all school policies and rules, as outlined in the student handbook.

· Cheating is not acceptable, and will not be tolerated.  Copying someone’s work, allowing someone to copy your work, presenting work done by others (for example, information found on the internet or in other resources), etc. will result in a zero for everyone involved.  A “U” in citizenship will automatically be awarded to those involved in the incident.  In addition, there will be a mandatory parent conference and the cheating incident will be recorded in your permanent file.

· Students wishing to make use of the school computer lab or classroom computers are responsible for obtaining a copy of lab rules/procedures and complying with them.

Classroom Discipline:
· Students are expected to behave in a professional manner.  This is critical for the maintenance of a safe and effective learning environment.  A critical component to this process is frequent parent-teacher-student communication.

· Students who choose to behave inappropriately will receive consequences as a result of that choice.  These disciplinary steps will include*:

· Reminder to student of appropriate behavior

· Student/teacher conference, 15-minute Teacher Assigned Detention (TAD) – possible parental notification (based on the severity or frequency of the offense)
· 30-minute TAD, parent phone call, Student Counselor notification

· Referral to Vice-Principal

· 2nd Referral to Vice-Principal, possible removal from class

· *Severe Clause:  Some behaviors require immediate referral to the office, and will not follow the lesser-consequence steps.

· Frequent Offenders:  Students who receive repeated disciplinary action will be placed on an individual behavior contract, with unique disciplinary steps appropriate to their situation.

Contacting the Teacher:

· Success in the classroom is a combination of efforts between students, teachers, and parents.  I welcome any questions, concerns, or comments.  Communication of both concerns and celebrations will contribute to an effective learning environment for all students.
· The first option for communication should be through the student.  I will be more than happy to spend time with him/her for clarification or advice.  Parents may also contact me through email (jtrometter@otsegops.org) or the school phone system at 692-6166, and I will make every attempt to respond within a 24-hour period.  I will also be willing to schedule appointments before or after school.
· NOTE:  Email is often the quickest and easiest method to answer simple questions and address concerns.  I check email both before and after school.
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1. Treat yourself and others with RESPECT.  Examples of this include, but are not limited to:
· No threatening or ridiculing remarks.  Much of the class will be a discussion format.  Students must feel comfortable to express their opinions without fear of negative consequences.  Remember, there are no stupid ideas or questions – only ones that can be improved upon.

· No interrupting or speaking out of turn.  During lectures, classroom discussions, or individual seatwork, if students have a comment or question, they are to raise their hand and wait to be called upon, unless otherwise directed.

· No discriminatory or intimidating language. (Even in jest).

· No vulgar or offensive language.
2. Follow directions.

3. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself. (Unless otherwise instructed)
· Do not touch another person.

· Do not touch another person’s belongings without their permission.

· Do not throw, kick, toss, etc. objects.
4. Be positive!
5. No food, drink, or gum in class.
6. Follow all school rules.
Rewards for Choosing to Follow the Rules:

· Praise 


*     Positive notes or phone calls home

*     “No Homework” pass

· “O” in citizenship





Consequences for  Choosing to Break a Rule:

1st Infraction:

Reminder of appropriate behavior

2nd Infraction:
Student/teacher conference, 15-minute TAD (Teacher Assigned Detention), Parental notification
3rd Infraction:
30-minute TAD, Parent phone call, Counselor notification

4th Infraction:
Referral to Vice Principal’s office

5th Infraction:
2nd referral to Vice Principal’s office, possible removal from class

Severe Clause:
Immediate referral to office

· There are certain behaviors that will not be tolerated, even once in the classroom.  When these behaviors occur, the student will be sent immediately to the office.  Such behavior includes fighting, profanity, destruction of school property or defiant behavior such as challenging the teacher’s authority.

· Failure to work off a penalty automatically moves you up to the next level of consequences.
