Americans Dreaming
We are shaped by the stories we are told and that we tell.  One of the most powerful and longstanding stories in the United States of America is one about how, with determination, grit, and maybe a bit of luck, a person can become anything he or she wants to be.  This is the legend of the American dream.  This idea- and the criticisms of it- is a mainstay of American writing and media.  Evidence of this fascination can be found in the countless stories Americans have produced-whether in private, in print, or in public media.  Our lives are wallpapered with the accounts of American dreams- in the making, remembered and romanticized, or broken.

There are two major parts in this performance assessment.  In the first part, you will be asked to complete a task in which you synthesize various perspectives on the American dream you have encountered in high school and elsewhere.  Your analyses of these texts and the work you do to select, arrange, and understand the different perspectives each offers are important work in and of themselves, but they also prepare the way for the inclusion of an additional voice-your own.  In the second part of the assessment, you will have the chance to offer your own perspective on the American dream by crafting a text of your own about an American dreamer you know.
The parts of this performance assessment are sequenced in a certain order.  Be sure to complete them in order because the work you do in the first parts will help you with the later portions of the assessment. The chart below shows what you will be expected to do and submit at the end of this assessment.  The specific prompts for each of the tasks are found in the pages that follow.

Task Overview

	Task
	What you will do
	What to submit

	Part I
	Select 5-7 texts that you will focus on for your anthology: “Perspective on the American Dream.”  Make notes on each text.
	· One page minimum of Cornell notes on each selected text saved electronically
· Due ______________


	Part 2
	Synthesize the various perspectives on the American dream represented in your selection of texts
	· 1,500 word typed essay saved electronically
· Due ______________

	Part 3
	Conduct research on an individual to create an original profile of an American dreamer.  You many choose someone you know personally or someone that you can learn about through research.
	· 750-1,000 word typed essay saved electronically
· Due ______________

	Part 4
	Write a reflective essay on what you learned from completing the performance assessment.
	· 250-500 word typed commentary
· Due _______________


Note:  Word count limits are guidelines and not strict requirements.

I. Perspectives on the American Dream

At this point in your career as a reader and writer, you already know a lot about what other people say for and against the American dream.  In this task you will have the opportunity to take stock of and reflect on that learning- to gather texts you’ve read previously that grapple with the themes and to notice the arguments different authors make about whether the American dream is a driving force or an illusion.

Your teacher will lead a whole class brainstorm to list several texts you have read in high school English or that you have encountered elsewhere that touch on the idea of the American dream.  These texts may be fiction or nonfiction, print or other media such as film.  The aim is to gather a group of texts, each of which makes an argument about the American dream (i.e., where people’s lives are shaped by their belief in, pursuit of, or disappointment in searching for that dream).

Part 1.  Select three to five texts dealing with the American dream for the following task.  The selected texts must represent at least two different perspectives and must include at least two different types of text (e.g., print text, visual media, audio media, multi-media, digital media).  At least two texts must be in print (written) texts (or a form of text with written versions of the text, for example a transcript, script or lyrics).  One text must be a book (100 page minimum) that you read independently, and that you have not studied as a part of one of your English classes.
For EACH of the text you chose, make Cornell notes examining the piece and its relation to the American Dream.  Make sure to consider the text in response to the following questions:

· What message or perspectives about the American dream is conveyed in the text?

· What methods are used to convey this perspective?  How effective are these methods in persuading/appealing to the audience?

· What are the conditions in the world (historical/cultural) in which this text was produced?  How does this knowledge help you understand the text? (You may need to do some research to obtain this information)

· How credible (believable) is this perspective on the American dream?

In your notes, please refer to specific examples (and direct quotes where appropriate) from the texts to support your observations.  Include page numbers from the independent novel you read for this project. These notes will be submitted to your teacher to be scored as part of this performance event.

You should develop at least one page of notes per text that can be saved electronically.  Novels should have approximately a page of notes for every chapter or two.
You may work in small groups to study and discuss a common set of texts, but you must complete the written portions of the task individually.

** NOTE:  Please make sure to document the appropriate works cited information for each text, as you will also be completing a “Works Cited” page for part 3 of the project.  (This includes any films, songs, photographs, and other non-written versions of texts.)
Possible texts may include (not required):
· The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn – Mark Twain

· Sister Carrie – Theodore Dreiser

· The House of Mirth – Edith Warton

· The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald

· Beloved – Toni Morrison

· How the Garcia Girls Lost their Accents – Julia Alvarez

· The House on Mango Street – Sandra Cisneros

· A Raisin in the Sun play – Lorraine Hansberry

· “I have a Dream” speech – Martin Luther King, Jr.

· “A Dream Deferred” poem – Langston Hughes

· “In America” film (2003) – Jim Sheridan

· “When the Levees Broke” film (2006)- Spike Lee

· “American Land” song – Bruce Springsteen

· Photography of Walker Evans, Dorothea Lange, James VanDerZee
· Forest Gump - film

· The Pursuit of Happyness - film

· Of Mice and Men – Steinbeck

· The Red Badge of Courage - Crane

Part 2.  Synthesizing: “Perspectives on the American Dream” Anthology Project

Imagine that you are editing an anthology for 11-12th graders entitled, “Perspectives on the American Dream.”  Your job is to prepare the introduction to this anthology.  In your introduction, please do the following things:

a.  Include the 5-7 texts that you selected in Part 1 of the task and decide how to arrange them in order.

b. Indentify and analyze the varied perspectives on the American dream represented in the texts you selected, including the methods used by each text to convey a perspective.

c. Compare/contrast and draw connections across the messages about the American dream found in each text (or, perhaps in the case of poems and photographs, the set of texts).

d. Evaluate and draw conclusions about varied perspectives on the American dream represented in your anthology to convey your own perspective on these texts.

e. Propose a set of questions to focus readers as they consider the perspectives represented in these texts.

As editor of this anthology, you have the opportunity to put forth your own perspective on the American dream as well as to introduce the perspectives on the American dream represented within and across the texts you select.  Your introduction should be clear, to the point, and engaging.  This work should be typed and saved electronically.

II. Profiling an American Dreamer Task

In this first part of this performance assessment, you synthesized different perspectives on the idea of the American dream.  During that work, you paid careful attention to the arguments others have made about the productivity or legitimacy of this idea and, in doing so, you “sampled” an ongoing conversation about the American dream idea, a discussion that has been going on for a long time.  This task, Profiling an American Dreamer, is designed to give you a chance to become more than a careful observer of this conversation- it is intended to give you a chance to “deal in”, to craft a profile of your own in which you too can weigh in on questions about “the productivity and legitimacy of the American dream.”  In this task, you will write a profile about a living American dreamer.  You may choose someone you know personally or someone that you can learn about through research.  

You may work in small groups to conduct your interviews or research on the person you will profile, but you must compose the profile individually.  You may also collaborate with other students to revise and refine your writing.

Part 3.  Profiling an American Dreamer

As a result of your work in Part 1, you are more aware of the perspectives people have on the idea of the American dream.  In this assessment task, you will have the chance to provide an additional perspective on the idea of the American dream, as you compose a profile of an American dreamer you know.
Writing the Profile:  Write a profile about a living American dreamer.  In your profile, aim to represent or record some aspect of that person and his or her experience that communicates a perspective on the nature or legitimacy of the American dream.  You should conduct a range of research activities as you work on this project.  The results of this research - photographs, the results of interviews and observations, and/or secondary text work - could all be a part of your final product.  If you use published sources, properly cite your sources and include a References page that indicates where to find texts that were retrieved from the internet.

Essays like Dan Barry’s “At an Age for Music and Dreams” (New York Time, April 15, 2009, accessed at http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/15/us/15land.html ) can give you ideas for how your project might eventually look.  At the end of your work you should aim to have a 750-1,000 word typed profile that will be submitted electronically.

